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TWO UM PROFESSORS AWARDED GRANT
FOR SPECIAL EDUCATION PROJECT

MISSOULA—
Patrick J. Powers and Gary Nygaard, members of the health and physical education
faculty at the University of Montana, have been awarded $59,875 as part of a threeyear grant from the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education.
The funding is for a project undertaken by Powers and Nygaard to improve
special education in Montana.

The total grant over the three-year period is

tentatively set at about $183,000.
The purpose of Project RISPE (Rural-Remote Interdisciplinary Special Physical
Education)

is to train physical education personnel to meet the needs of handicapped

children attending preschools through secondary schools in rural and remote areas.
The training will take place at teaching academies and preservice professional
service centers that will be developed throughout the state.

Instruction will

augment university coursework and professional preparation programs in special
education and will be available at the graduate and undergraduate levels.
Nygaard, coordinator of the project, said that teaching academies and preservice
centers are already being developed.
One teaching academy has been set up at UM, and four preservice centers are
available in the Missoula community through the Missoula Special Education Cooperative,
Big Sky Preschool, Missoula School District No. 1 and the Missoula County High
Schools.
"We've hired four research assistants this year," Nygaard said. "We will be
bringing in around 15 research assistants in the future."
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Also in the future of the project is the development of more academies
and centers.
"We've made preliminary contacts at Montana State University and Eastern
Montana College for setting up teaching academies and preservice centers in the
next three years,"

Nygaard said.

"We're actually about one year ahead of

schedule."
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